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THE EFFECT OF CAR COLOUR ON CRASH RISK
QUICK FACTS

What colours have a higher risk of crashes?
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In a study undertaken by the Monash University Accident Research Centre (MUARC) the following was concluded:

Colours on the lower visibility index have a higher risk of crashes, and a higher risk of more severe crashes.

During daylight hours...
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Black has a 12% Grey has an 11% Silver has a 10% Blue has a 7% Red has a 7%
higher crash risk higher crash risk higher crash risk higher crash risk higher crash risk
relative to white relative to white relative to white relative to white relative to white

During dusk or dawn hours...
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Black has a 47% Silver has a 15% Grey has a 25%

higher crash risk higher crash risk higher crash risk

relat|ve tO Whlte relatlve tO Whlte relatlve to Whlte Sources: Condon, M. (2013) Dark cars a safety hazard: report, ABC
Tips . Dark cars

Daytime running lights go a long way to compensating for the poor visibility of
darker cars. If you have a dark car, make sure you have your headlights on, on
low beam, in poor light conditions.

In 2004 the NRMA released research that showed dark cars were 22%
more likely to be involved in car accidents
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: The claims paid out for these accidents were 30% more expensive than
average claims, indicating the accidents were often more serious

Sources: Road Safety Commission (2018) Vehicle Safety, Government of Western Australia



https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/216475/muarc263.pdf; http://www.howsafeisyourcar.com.au/News/2007/Crash-Risk-Higher-for-Black-Cars/
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/216475/muarc263.pdf
https://infrastructure.gov.au/roads/safety/publications/2003/pdf/Cons_Lights.pdf
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/216475/muarc263.pdf
https://www.rsc.wa.gov.au/Your-Safety/Safety-Topics/Vehicle-Safety

