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Road Trauma Statistics
– in 7 Charts

Vehicle fatalities are currently the leading cause of death in Australia, 
and motor vehicle crashes have become the leading cause of death 
at work. Safe Work Australia figures show more than two thirds of 
worker fatalities involve vehicles. 

People injured in a work-related vehicle crash require more time 
off work to recover from injury compared to other work-related 
injuries. And people driving for work may also be considered more 
at risk, partly because on average they drive almost twice the annual 
kilometres of non-work drivers. 

Leading cause of death
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Driving for work is one of the riskiest activities workers undertake 
in their working day, with the operation of vehicles for work vastly 
over-represented in crashes and injuries. This Fact Sheet dives 
deeper into the key numbers behind road trauma statistics.

Overall there are more than 1100 vehicle fatalities every year in 
Australia. Globally, vehicle crashes cause the death of 1.35 million 
people each year and are the leading cause of death for children and 
young adults (ages from 5 to 29 years old), according to the World 
Health Organization.  Millions more suffer from injuries caused by 
road crashes.

Vehicle fatalities have decreased every year since 2016, but the total 
number of fatalities per year remains above 11001.
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Vehicle Fatalities by Year (2015-2019)

Over the past year2, the highest number of fatalities occurred in 
New South Wales, with 361 fatalities, followed by Victoria with 268 
fatalities and Queensland with 237 fatalities.
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2 The past 12 months in this document refers to the period of June 2018 to May 2019.
Note: The majority of this data was obtained from https://www.bitre.gov.au/statistics/
safety/fatal_road_crash_database

1 Source of data for all graphs presented in this document is from public records and 
reports of road deaths collected and published by the Department of Infrastructure, 
Transport, Cities and Regional Development. https://www.bitre.gov.au/statistics/safety/
fatal_road_crash_database.aspx

https://www.bitre.gov.au/statistics/safety/fatal_road_crash_database.aspx
https://www.bitre.gov.au/statistics/safety/fatal_road_crash_database.aspx
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3 According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, more than 75% of workers were aged 
between 21 and 54 in 2018

⁴ According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics (2017), more than 60% of those working 
in Transportation and Logistics are male

⁵ RACV’s 2017 report states that the number of male workers in transport is significantly 
higher than female workers

⁶ NSW Department of Infrastructure’s 2010 report showed more male drivers from the 
age of 40 and above held driver’s licences than female drivers

⁷ Australian Department of Infrastructure, Regional Development and Cities report on 
Community Attitudes to Road Safety – 2017 Survey Report
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Most fatal vehicle crashes (47%) involved a single vehicle and no 
pedestrian fatalities, while fatal crashes involving multiple vehicles 
still made up a significant amount of fatal crashes (40%). The 
remaining 13% are crashes resulting in pedestrian fatalities.

Pedestrian

Multiple

Single

Close to half of all fatalities were drivers (48%), followed by 
motorcycle riders (18%), passengers (17%) and pedestrians (14%). 

 The 40-64 age group had the highest number of fatalities (31%), 
followed by those aged between 26 and 39 (21%). These two age 
groups made up more than half of fatalities. One explanation could 
be that individuals between 21 and 54 make up most3 of the general 
working population and are most likely to be driving.
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Male fatalities were about three times the number of female fatalities. 
This large difference can be due to multiple factors, including the 
transportation workforce consisting mostly of males⁴ and more male 
drivers (both in younger⁵, inexperienced drivers, and in general⁶). 
One explanation could be that males are more likely to engage in 
aggressive driving behaviour, such as speeding.

The major factors mentioned in recorded road crashes in 2017 
were speed (41%), drink driving (39%), distractions (35%), lack of 
concentration (35%) and fatigue (27%)⁷. 

From 2015 to 2018, recorded fatalities were lower in the months 
of February and June, while January, March, May and August each 
averaged more than 100 fatalities.

Male vs. Female Fatalities (2019)

Factors contributing to road crashes (%)
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