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Intelligent Speed Adaptation 

What is ISA? 

The different types of ISA

An Advanced Driver Assisted technology known as 
Intelligent Speed Assistance (ISA) is an in-car technology 
which notifies drivers of the legal speed limit and when it 
is being exceeded, helping drivers remain under the legal 
speed. ISA has been described as the ‘single most effective 
new vehicle safety technology currently available in terms 
of its life-saving potential’.                                                                         

1. Advisory ISA: alerts the driver when the 
legal speed limit is being exceeded.

2. Supportive/Voluntary ISA: prevents the 
vehicle from exceeding the speed limit 
by restricting acceleration when the legal 
speed limit is reached, however, can be 
over-ridden by the driver if they choose. 

3. Limiting ISA/Mandatory ISA: prevents the 
vehicle from exceeding the speed limit by 
restricting acceleration beyond the legal 
speed limit, and in certain conditions only 
allows the driver to override or overrule the 
vehicles limiting function.

It is estimated that ISA could reduce crash likelihood by 30% and 
deaths by 20% in Europe1, and possibly by 18% in Australia3

It is also estimated that cars fitted with ISA could reduce CO2 
emissions by 8%1

EuroNCAP and ANCAP awards extra points to cars fitted with ISA

ISA is likely to encourage the use of alternative travel modes 
(i.e. cycling, walking) due to the perceived benefits of ISA by 
vulnerable road users⁴

Higher fuel efficiency has been associated with ISA fitted 
vehicles5

Speed limiting technology is supported by 78% of road users, 
64% of car drivers and 50% of motorcyclists6

What are the benefits of ISA?
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GPS-linked speed limit maps 

advise drivers of the speed limit
Digital dashboard display of the 

legal speed limit
Acceleration is made harder if 

speed is exceeded (supportive ISA)
Audio/visual warning if speed is 

exceeded (advisory ISA)

How does ISA work?
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ISA has limitations and should not be soley relied upon to avoid speeding.  
See references for more information.


