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NRSPP Achievements

• NRSPP’s Swinburne Communications Interns Kyla 
Fantin and Ruby Athanas presented the fourth 
NRSPP organisational road safety campaign 
on car park safety to the Parking Australia 
Conference and Exhibition 2022 in Adelaide. 

• The NSW Empowr was formerly launched in 
Orange on 31 May. Essential Energy supplied 10 
vehicles for the pilot, hosted the launch at their 
Orange workshop and welcomed the young 
drivers into the EE family with mentor support. 
The pilot was launched by Minister funded by 
the NSW Government through the NSW State 
Insurance Regulatory Authority and delivered in 
collaboration with Transport for NSW.

• NRSPP May webinar on car park safety featured 
Kyla Fantin, Ruby Athanas and Mervyn Rea Head 
of Zurich Resilience Solutions (Australia/NZ) at 
Zurich Insurance Company Ltd.

• Jerome Carslake attended the launch of National 
Road Safety Week in Victoria in Federation Square 
which was hosted by TAC.

• Jerome Carslake and Michael Holmes presented 
on CLOCS-A to the Australasian College of Road 
Safety (ACRS) WA Chapter hosted on the 17 May 
via a virtual seminar.
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• NRSPP Program Director Jerome Carslake sat on 
the final Re:act panels for:

• 12 May Swinburne University (Victoria) joining 
representatives from Australia Post, Transurban, 
TAC and Zurich

• 23 May – Curtin University (Western Australia) 
RACV and Road Safety Commission

• Heavy Vehicle Toolbox Talks:

• Truck driver interviews were conducted with 
five drivers from Alex Fraser, two from Qube 
and one from Toll Group.

• Jerome Carslake presented to the Cement 
Concrete & Aggregates Australia – Victoria 
Committee on the packages.

• The Working Group met and finalised Batch two 
which included, pre-start checks, loading/load 
restraint and fitness for duty..

• CLOCS-A achieved a number of deliverables:

• The CLOCS-A app being developed by 
Swinburne University and iMove students was 
sense tested with McDonnel Dowell.

• A local government workshop was held to 
understand how CLOCS-A could best explore 
and support their needs. 

• Dr David Wilson of University Melbourne was 
appointed as expert support for Technical 
Group 3: Logistics and Planning.

Kyla Fantin and Ruby Athanas presenting the 2022 
NRSPP Organisational Campaign at PACE. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kyla-fantin-55b785215/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kyla-fantin-55b785215/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ruby-athanas-283433216/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/2022/06/01/new-pilot-helps-disadvantaged-youth-access-safer-cars-empowr-mobility/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/webinar-car-park-safety-insights-from-the-organisational-road-safety-campaign-development/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kyla-fantin-55b785215/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ruby-athanas-283433216/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mervyn-rea-16967b24/
https://roadsafetyweek.com.au/
https://roadsafetyweek.com.au/
https://acrs.org.au/chapters/wa/
https://acrs.org.au/chapters/wa/
https://reactforchange.com/2022-melbourne
https://reactforchange.com/2022-perth


NRSPP’s Fatigue Heavy Vehicle Toolbox Talk is Out Now!

Fatigue is also known as a silent killer. It impairs 
decision-making, affects performance, slows 
reaction times, and reduces the ability to control 
emotions. On the road, it results in poor lane 
tracking, speed maintaining capability, and alertness, 
increasing crash risk. 

Recent studies describe fatigue as a tri-dimensional 
issue with physical, cognitive, and emotional 
attributes.

Due to their work activities and environment, truck 
drivers are at high risk of developing fatigue, and 
even chronic fatigue [7]. For instance, sleepiness 
has been linked to reduced alertness, slow reaction 
times, and increased road crash risk [1].
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nrspp.org.au >> Toolbox Talks >> Heavy Vehicles

https://www.nrspp.org.au/product-category/heavy-vehicles/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/product-category/heavy-vehicles/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/product/heavy-vehicle-toolbox-talks-fatigue/
https://nrspp.org.au/product/heavy-vehicle-toolbox-talks-fatigue/
https://nrspp.org.au/product/heavy-vehicle-toolbox-talks-fatigue/
https://nrspp.org.au/product/heavy-vehicle-toolbox-talks-fatigue/
https://nrspp.org.au/product/heavy-vehicle-toolbox-talks-fatigue/
https://nrspp.org.au/product/heavy-vehicle-toolbox-talks-fatigue/
https://nrspp.org.au/product/heavy-vehicle-toolbox-talks-fatigue/
https://nrspp.org.au/product/heavy-vehicle-toolbox-talks-fatigue/
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Monthly Focus: Load Restraint
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The transport industry is probably one of the most 
incredibly diverse sectors which exists. The sector grouped 
mostly by what they haul with most working incredibly 
hard to ensure their load is safe and legal so they get 
home safely at night. But when it comes to the transport of 
containers drivers can’t see how things are packed inside, 
their safety is entirely reliant on a third party in the chain 
who loads it (known as the consigner)

Now consider how many other professions exists where  
a key risk for how safe your job will be is entirely reliant on  
a third party? 

The professional truck driver is doing what they are trained 
for and trusting that what is on the back of their heavy 
vehicle is packed safely and legally. As the NRSPP highlights 
regularly, road safety is a shared responsibility and in the 
case of container movements it’s also a legal requirement.

NRSPP Feature
NRSPP Thought Leadership: When 
Ignorance Is No Excuse 

“The party that does and the party
that has that legal responsibility 
– and there is case law for 
this as well – is the party that 
is essentially importing that 
container into Australia as the
consignor.”

Daniel Brain  
Load Restraint Specialist 
at Toll Group

Click here to download the full Thought Leadership

June’s theme is thanks to Daniel Brain of Toll Group who 
won the ARSC2021 Workplace Road Safety Best Paper. 
Daniel’s paper was titled “Consignors of import containers 
play a critical role in preventing heavy vehicle rollover, but 
they’re often unaware of their role”. 

Join us and Daniel Brain in sharing his paper and 
knowledge.

https://nrspp.org.au/resources/nrspp-thought-leadership-when-ignorance-is-no-excuse-import-containers-and-rollover-risk/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/nrspp-thought-leadership-when-ignorance-is-no-excuse-import-containers-and-rollover-risk/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/2021/09/30/daniel-brain-wins-nrspp-arsc2021-workplace-road-safety-best-paper/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/?events=ignorance-is-no-excuse-the-legal-and-rollover-risks-of-import-containers
https://www.nrspp.org.au/?events=ignorance-is-no-excuse-the-legal-and-rollover-risks-of-import-containers
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NRSPP Blog

Out Of Sight: The ‘Hidden’ Safety And Legal Risks 
Of Import Containers

A poorly loaded import container causes a truck to rollover 
onto another vehicle, killing its driver. Sadly, poorly-
loaded containers causing a heavy vehicle to rollover is 
not an imaginary scenario. It has happened in Australia 
and, despite not loading the container, the company who 
imported the contained has been held legally liable on 
multiple occasions.

In one case, for example, a 33-year-old father was killed 
after a container-laden heavy vehicle rolled onto his car.

It was found inadequately restrained building materials had 
shifted inside the container as the heavy vehicle navigated 
a bend, causing the vehicle to roll. The consigner was 
prosecuted, even though the container was packed by an 
independent third party overseas.

The NRSPP is hosting a webinar in June to outline the safety 
and legal risks of poorly-loaded containers and how the 
application of Australian Chain of Responsibility law in this 
situation assigns liability to the consigner.

Load restraint specialist Daniel Brain will also provide 
practical strategies for companies importing containers into 
Australia to reduce their risk as well as preventing rollovers 
from occurring.

“With this issue, the ability to manage the risk of poorly-
loaded containers is removed from virtually every other 
party in the supply chain,” Daniel Brain says. “The party 
that has that legal responsibility – and there is case law for 
this as well – is the party that is essentially importing that 
container into Australia as the consignor.

“A lot of consignors don’t understand they have this legal 
responsibility. They think ‘we’re just ordering the goods 
from China, what sort of legal responsibility would we 
have?’ because they’re not standing on the wharf packing 
the actual box.

“But there have been multiple court cases where the judge 
has essentially found that the consignor has the most ability 
to control the risk.

Register for the ‘Ignorance is no excuse: The legal and 
rollover risks of import containers’ webinar and read more 
about the issue in this Thought Leadership piece.

https://www.nrspp.org.au/2022/05/31/out-of-sight-the-hidden-safety-and-legal-risks-of-import-containers/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/?events=ignorance-is-no-excuse-the-legal-and-rollover-risks-of-import-containers
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/nrspp-thought-leadership-when-ignorance-is-no-excuse-import-containers-and-rollover-risk/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/?events=ignorance-is-no-excuse-the-legal-and-rollover-risks-of-import-containers
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/nrspp-thought-leadership-when-ignorance-is-no-excuse-import-containers-and-rollover-risk/
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NRSPP News

New Pilot Helps Disadvantaged Youth Access Safer Cars – 
EMPOWR Mobility

Ten ex-fleet vehicles with a five-star ANCAP rating will be 
supplied to a group of young and disadvantaged drivers as 
part of a pilot program launched today in Orange to help 
promote road safety.

Read more...

Join Our Autonomous Vehicle Research

We want to invite you to participate in our research project 
exploring how Australian stakeholders from a variety of 
industries respond to the factors impacting the benefits 
and challenges of autonomous vehicle rollout in Australia. 
(Griffith University ethics reference number: 2022/091)

Read more...
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What Are You Doing To Minimise The Risk Of Losing 
Vehicle Control When Avoiding Wildlife On The Road?

At about 10:00pm, in rainy conditions, the driver of a prime 
mover braked to avoid some echidnas on the road. The rear 
of the prime mover swung around causing the driver to lose 
control of the vehicle. 

Read more...

Fatigue Doesn’t Know The Time

Fatigue is also known as a silent killer. It impairs decision 
making, affects performance, slows reaction times and 
reduces the ability to control emotions. 

Read more...

https://www.nrspp.org.au/2022/06/01/new-pilot-helps-disadvantaged-youth-access-safer-cars-empowr-mobility/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/2022/06/02/join-our-autonomous-vehicle-research/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/2022/06/01/new-pilot-helps-disadvantaged-youth-access-safer-cars-empowr-mobility/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/2022/06/02/join-our-autonomous-vehicle-research/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/2022/05/26/what-are-you-doing-to-minimise-the-risk-of-losing-vehicle-control-when-avoiding-wildlife-on-the-road/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/2022/05/26/what-are-you-doing-to-minimise-the-risk-of-losing-vehicle-control-when-avoiding-wildlife-on-the-road/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/2022/06/02/fatigue-doesnt-know-the-time/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/2022/06/02/fatigue-doesnt-know-the-time/


| 8

NRSPP Resources

NRSPP Heavy Vehicle Quick Fact: Window Tinting
Any reduction in the driver’s vision caused by window tinting, 
particularly in poor light conditions, such as twilight or wet 
weather conditions, will lead to a reduction in safety. Window 
tinting creates problems for into vehicle visibility by increasing 
reflectance. Dark tinting of the front and side windows also 
prevents other road users from seeing the driver to assess their 
intentions or to check that the driver has seen them.

Download here...

NRSPP Fact Sheet: Reduced Speed Travel
Recent research suggests that there are still substantial benefits 
to be gained by introducing an across-the-board reduction of 
speed limits to 50km/h on all types of urban and metropolitan 
roads that presently have a 60km/h speed limit.

Download here...
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Chain Of Responsibility – A Guide For Toll’s Customers And 
Clients

This guide is designed to inform Toll’s customers and clients 
about chain of responsibility. The guide explains:

• how chain of responsibility works

• why chain of responsibility is important

• what the addition of the “safety duties” to the law in 2018 
means for Toll’s clients and customers, and

• how Toll fulfils its obligations and provides assurance to its 
supply chain partners.

Download here...

https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/nrspp-heavy-vehicle-quick-fact-window-tinting/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/nrspp-heavy-vehicle-quick-fact-window-tinting/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/nrspp-fact-sheet-reduced-speed-travel/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/nrspp-fact-sheet-reduced-speed-travel/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/nrspp-fact-sheet-reduced-speed-travel/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/chain-of-responsibility-a-guide-for-tolls-customers-and-clients/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/chain-of-responsibility-a-guide-for-tolls-customers-and-clients/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/chain-of-responsibility-a-guide-for-tolls-customers-and-clients/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/nrspp-heavy-vehicle-quick-fact-window-tinting/
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NRSPP Resources
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GUIDE FOR UNPACKING  
SHIPPING CONTAINERS

SAFEWORK NSW

OCTOBER 2016

CTU Code – a quick guide

Safe Work Australia Working Safely With Containers

This publication was originally developed by WorkSafe Victoria 
in collaboration with the Maritime Union of Australia (MUA), the 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA), shipping agents 
and stevedoring companies. Safe Work Australia an a technical 
working group, made up of representatives from the state and 
territory authorities, the MUA, AMSA and the stevedoring industry, 
have worked together to adapt the WorkSafe Victoria material for 
use nationally.

Download here...

NSW Government Guide For Unpacking Shipping Containers

This guide provides you with information on how to manage 
health and safety risks when unpacking containers transported 
by land or sea. From the opening of the container doors, through 
to removing and transporting items to the storage location – 
the guide covers your obligations under work health and safety 
legislation. 

Download here...

CTU Code – A Quick Guide

The information contained in this document has been compiled 
with due attention to generally accepted good practice and 
specifically the IMO/ILO/UNECE Code of Practice for Packing of 
Cargo Transport Units, 2014 edition (CTU Code).

Download here...

https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/safe-work-australia-working-safely-with-containers/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/guide-for-unpacking-shipping-containers/
https://www.ttclub.com/media/files/tt-club/cig/cigctu-code--a-quick-guide-sep-2020.pdf
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/safe-work-australia-working-safely-with-containers/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/safe-work-australia-working-safely-with-containers/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/guide-for-unpacking-shipping-containers/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/guide-for-unpacking-shipping-containers/
https://www.ttclub.com/media/files/tt-club/cig/cigctu-code--a-quick-guide-sep-2020.pdf
https://www.ttclub.com/media/files/tt-club/cig/cigctu-code--a-quick-guide-sep-2020.pdf
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NRSPP Resources
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NRSPP Q&A: Safe And Unsafe Drivers

Knowing and understanding the behaviours and traits that are 
associated with safe drivers – and conversely unsafe drivers – can 
help people who drive for work, and their employers, implement 
measures that reduce the risk of road crashes and trauma.

Download here...

What is the Chain of Responsibility?

The National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) administers one set of laws 
(the HVNL) for heavy vehicles over 4.5 tonnes gross vehicle mass, which 
consists of the Heavy Vehicle National Law and four sets of regulations. 

Read more...

NTC Load Restraint Guide 2018
The Load Restraint Guide is a modular document: you can use each 
module independently of the others. Where relevant, the guide will point 
you to other modules for more information

Find out more...

Safe Container Loading Practices & Heavy Vehicle Safety

Freight & Trade Alliance (FTA), Container Transport Alliance 
Australia (CTAA), and the Australian Peak Shippers Association 
(APSA), have partnered with the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator 
(NHVR) to create the Safe Container Loading Practices & Heavy 
Vehicle Safety campaign. 

Find out more...
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https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/nrspp-qa-safe-and-unsafe-drivers/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/nrspp-qa-safe-and-unsafe-drivers/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/nrspp-qa-safe-and-unsafe-drivers/
https://www.teletracnavman.com.au/resources/resource-library/faqs/what-is-the-chain-of-responsibility
https://www.teletracnavman.com.au/resources/resource-library/faqs/what-is-the-chain-of-responsibility
https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/Load-Restraint-Guide-2018.pdf
https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/Load-Restraint-Guide-2018.pdf
https://www.ftalliance.com.au/safe-container-loading-practices-heavy-vehicle-safety
https://www.ftalliance.com.au/safe-container-loading-practices-heavy-vehicle-safety
https://www.ftalliance.com.au/safe-container-loading-practices-heavy-vehicle-safety
https://www.ntc.gov.au/sites/default/files/assets/files/Load-Restraint-Guide-2018.pdf
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Social Media
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While the external environments 
facing light and heavy vehicle fleet 
operators differ, operational efficiency 
and organisational safety are two areas 
all operators can target to maintain a 
competitive edge and growth.

Download it here.

It is important to understand the 
behaviours that are associated with both 
safe and unsafe drivers.

Download it here.

51% of collisions involve hitting a parked 
car or having your parked car hit. 20% 
of collisions involve two cars coming 
together at speed. Hitting a stationary 
object could include security barriers, 
bollards or poles.

Download it here.

Car parks can be chaotic places with 
many distractions and stimuli. Make 
sure you familiarise yourself with the 
road signs and follow all signage to keep 
yourself and others safe.

Download it here.

https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/low-speed-runovers-tbt/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/low-speed-runovers-tbt/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/safe-vs-unsafe-drivers-tbt/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/safe-vs-unsafe-drivers-tbt/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/car-parks-are-complex/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/car-parks-are-complex/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/car-parks-are-diverse/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/car-parks-are-diverse/
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23rd International Council On Alcohol, Drugs And 
Traffic Safety (ICADTS) Conference

Event start: August , 28 2022  |  12:00am AEST
Event end: August , 31 2022  |  12:00am AEST

The  International Council on Alcohol, Drugs and Traffic 
Safety (ICADTS) Conference brings together delegates from 
the areas of public health and safety, traffic, and transport 
psychology, public health, law, medicine, economics, law 
enforcement, public policy, education, pharmacology, 
toxicology, forensic science, human factors, and alcohol 
intervention and rehabilitation.

Register here

Ignorance Is No Excuse: The Legal And Rollover 
Risks Of Import Containers

Presented by: 
Daniel Brain, Load Restraint Specialist at TOLL Group

June, 22 2022  |  11:00am AEST

Here’s some numbers to consider. The number of import 
containers is expected to double by the end of the decade. 
Heavy Vehicles complete more than 80% of the container 
trips to or from Australia’s ports. And container-laden heavy 
vehicles are 36% more likely to rollover in a crash.

Register here

AU
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https://www.nrspp.org.au/?events=23rd-international-council-on-alcohol-drugs-and-traffic-safety-icadts-conference
https://www.nrspp.org.au/?events=23rd-international-council-on-alcohol-drugs-and-traffic-safety-icadts-conference
https://nrspp.org.au/?events=ignorance-is-no-excuse-the-legal-and-rollover-risks-of-import-containers
https://nrspp.org.au/?events=ignorance-is-no-excuse-the-legal-and-rollover-risks-of-import-containers

