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Window Tinting

The Dangers

Any reduction in the driver’s vision caused by window tinting, particularly 
in poor light conditions, such as twilight or wet weather conditions, will 
lead to a reduction in safety. Window tinting creates problems for into-
vehicle visibility by increasing reflectance. Dark tinting of the front and 
side windows also prevents other road users from seeing the driver to 
assess their intentions or to check that the driver has seen them [4].

Tinting Regulations
Front wind screen: no tinting allowed

Front side window: down to 35% light transmittance (LT) allowed

Rear side windows: no LT requirement, they can go down to 0%

Truck/Vehicle Manufacturers

Ensure members of the authorised sales and service 
outlets advise all their customers of the requirements of 
the Australian Design Rules (ADR).

Communicate the negative impact of attaching or 
fitting any of the “unacceptable modifications” on the 
safe operation of the vehicle with customers. 

Discuss the possibility of losing roadworthiness when 
an inadequate choice is made.

Introduce new technologies available that could 
improve the drivers’ visibility [4].

Truck/Vehicle Manufacturers

Avoid any external sun visors that protrude below the 
tinted band across the top of the windscreen or below 
the swept path of the wipers. 

Avoid non-original equipment manufacturer internal 
sun visors that reduce field of view. 

Avoid attaching lettering, decals, etc, to any part of the 
windscreen that is swept by the windscreen wipers. 

Avoid tinting of the windscreen or side windows that 
reduce the light transmittance level required by ADR 
8/01 [5].

Avoid any other item mounted inside the cab that 
obscures the driver’s field of view, such as a visual 
display unit or mobile phone [5].

Customers

Always seek professional help when not sure.

Thirty-five percent is a significant level of darkness and 
anything lower can make it difficult to drive at night [3].

Did You Know?

Air conditioning will keep a vehicle cool more effectively than tinting.
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