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IPMaintaining The Momentum: 
Towards Stopping Heavy Vehicle Rollovers 
Heavy Vehicle Rollover Prevention Expert – Alan Pincott

In the past, heavy vehicle rollovers were viewed as an 
inevitable part of the transport industry. While some still 
hold that view, heavy vehicle rollover prevention expert  
Alan Pincott suggests that whether we’re moving timber, 
milk, grain or cement, many operators understand that 
measures can be taken to reduce the risk of heavy vehicles 
rollovers or prevent them entirely.

Alan believes the keys to continuing our momentum 
towards ending heaving vehicle rollovers are to educate 
all sectors of industry that rollovers can be prevented,  
and to raise awareness of the causes so those practices  
are phased out.

The most common cause, he explains, is loads having a  
high centre of gravity, with load heights, how material is 
loaded and such vehicle design elements as bed or body 
heights all contributing factors.

We control the cause

“The biggest issue is still that most 
people don’t understand truck 
rollovers,” Alan said.

You are either part of the solution or part of the 
problem, so the saying suggests. When it comes  
to heavy vehicle rollovers, many parts of the transport 
industry have led the way in addressing the issue and 
taking action to implement solutions. But while there 
have been major improvements, heavy vehicle rollovers 
continue to happen. This Thought Leadership piece  
briefly examines the causes of heavy vehicle rollovers,  
what has worked to reduce incidents over the past  
decade, and what transport operators can do today  
to prevent rollovers in the future.

Alan Pincott will deliver the NRSPP webinar, Understanding 
how truck rollovers can be avoided, on August 23.  
Alan is a highly respected and renowned transport 
safety consultant. A second-generation truck driver and 
experienced diesel mechanic himself, Alan has devoted 
much of the past 15 years to preventing rollovers by 
educating heavy vehicle drivers and company owners.

The good news is that we can control many of the 
contributing factors, reducing load heights for example 
and ensuring delivery schedules are realistic to reduce  
time pressures on drivers. By working together across 
industry sectors to address such factors we can reduce  
the risk of heavy vehicle rollovers.

http://www.nrspp.org.au

https://www.linkedin.com/in/alan-pincott-56013a62/
https://www.nrspp.org.au/resources/nrspp-thought-leadership-when-ignorance-is-no-excuse-import-containers-and-rollover-risk/
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The power to prevent

“Many just worry about their own small part in the  
transport chain and often don’t understand that they  
may be adding to the contributing factors that add up  
to a rollover.

“Put simply, everybody in the Chain of Responsibility  
needs to understand what happens in vehicle rollovers  
and why, and understand that by all working together,  
we can give drivers a fighting chance and create great 
outcomes for industry. 

“These days, when we have a heavy vehicle rollover,  
it is considered a major event and we want to find out  
why it happened and what we can do to stop the next 
one. Every logging contractor, for example, if they learn 
something they will share that.

And that’s how we’ll keep building the momentum 
towards eliminating heavy vehicle rollovers.

Click here to register for the the ‘Understanding how  
truck rollovers can be avoided’ NRSPP webinar.

“The encouraging thing is that industry themselves won’t 
accept risky practices these days. Most of the drivers and 
parties consider themselves to be professionals and see 
them as an insult to the industry.”

The road to stopping rollovers

1.  Own the issue

2.  Understand the problem

3.  Train drivers and educate operators

4.  Work together across the transport industry

“A lot of people work backwards 
and start with the driver, and many 
industries don’t work together to 
reduce the pressure on drivers,”  
Alan said. 

“They don’t understand that most of our rollovers come 
from high centre of gravity loads on challenging roads, 
where our drivers typically operate at the outer limits  
of our heavy vehicle laws on every load – for example, 
maximum legal height, length, width, mass, driving  
hours and safe speed – so their margin for error is very  
small compared to most drivers.

“In the industries I work with, the big change has been 
a realisation that these rollover crashes are not inevitable,  
they don’t have to happen, and if they are trained and  
given the knowledge and the tools, operators and drivers 
can have a real impact on preventing rollovers.

Alan believes this narrow focus is also changing,  
driven by success in preventing rollovers in such 
industries as timber haulage, for example, and 
changes to heavy vehicle national law in 2018 that  
imposed a safety duty on all parties under Chain of 
Responsibility legislation.

It is also important that heavy vehicle transport operators  
at each stage of the supply chain understand their actions – 
or lack of – can influence the risk of a heavy vehicle rollover. 
Traditionally, many have viewed heavy vehicle rollovers as 
a driver’s issue, focusing solely on meeting their own legal 
obligations to avoid prosecution.

“Commercially, we’re all competitors 
but when it comes to safety, we all 
work together.”

http://www.nrspp.org.au

https://monash.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_gqTydTUHTIaRYBaLk38yGw

